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0»WCIWTS OF 3R«m RITH3L3 


the officiants of Valle rituals are known as rtviks. The 

vords rtvik ( rtvi J) is derived from rtu^/yaj ♦ kvln. Rtvik 5s a 

person who Is hired on dak sin a and who performs S^eu ta and smarts 
1 

ri tuals. icccrding to Manu, rtvik is a person who, bavin? been 
selected, performs rites such as ftgnyadhffna, Pfikayajna, *gnl stoma 
etciT Rtvik s are also referred to as messengers of the gods. Gene- 
rally, the word rtvik is translated as 'priest', *ho is regarded 
both an agent of the yajamana and a delegate of the gods, on the 
earth. He Is a performer of srauta rituals on behalf of the sponsor 

(T) Humber of ^tvlks :- The presence of a large number of rtviks v*s 

inevitable in the lengthy and complicated ^rauta-ri tuals, because 

it s Impossible for a yajamana to perform them singly. Hgveda, 

the oldest literary monument of the worl^, provides a list of seven 

rtviks viz. Hota, Pots, bests, £gnfdhra, PrasSstS, f^hvaryu and 
8 

Bi*ahmS. The name of Hdgata Is referred to in the Rgveda II. 43.2. 

Ordinarily, the s'rauta rituals show that Hota - , Adhvaryu, 
Hdgata and HrahmS are the four chief-rtviks. But, the bigger 
^ituals show that generally the number of rtviks participating in 
them is sixteen vho are classified In four main groups viz.'i) 
*dhvaryu and his three assistants viz. Pratlprasthata, Nesta and 
HnnetS; il) Brahma and his three assistants, viz. BrahranacchemsI, 
^gnfdhra and Pots, ill) Hota and his three assistants viz. Waitri- 
varuna (P ra sfi st£) , icdhfivaka an^ Griyastutt and lv) Bdgata and his 

7 

three assistants viz. Prastota, Pratihartta and 3ubrahmapya. But 
the rituals themselves show that the number of rtvik9 participat- 
ing in various rituals did not remain restricted to any definite 


1 ' ’ 

.A. \ ✓ i 

number. It varied from sacrifice to sacrifice as It is clear from 


the following account: 


Name of the sacrifice 

iimk«r of ,tgig.J.ty.lfe.a.. 

(a) *Ta vl rva jna- <>am stha 

4gnlhotra 

o 

1 ( Whvaryu) 

^rsapurhamasa 

I 

4 (Brahma, Hota, A.dhvaryu and 

Xgnidhra) 

ID 

Dgk sb van a 

> i/ * 

4 (as above) 

^gnyadhaha 

4 (as above?"* 

Ca tnrmasya 

5 (Pratiprasthata is added as 

12 

the fifth) 

Pajfabandha 

6 (Mai travaruna is added as 
the sixthf^ 

SautramanI 

• 

6 (as above) 

<b) 3.Qffia.,^aL4sthfi : 

Soma sacrifice (in general) 

16 (Fbur principal groups con- 
sisting of sixteen rtviks 
as discussed earlier. But, 
Baudh.^3.TI.3 adds Sadasya 
and his three assistants 
viz. Dhruva go pa , 

and Sam^rava, thus making 
a total number twenty.) 

16 

*gni stoma 

* * » * 

12 

Myagni stoma 

15 k 

13 

ITkthya 

16 15 

So da^in 

• «, 

16 15 

Vajapeya 

17 15 

4ti rs tra 

» 15 

15 

Iptoryama 

33 

Sattras 

Abswice of the rtviks. 


I v , V ) 

Cbviously, the ;Irauta rituals show a considerable number of rtvlks, 

16 

'a crowd of rtvlks conducting a vast and complicated rituals. The 

employment of a large number of rtvlks in the Srauta rituals slgnl- 

the 

fies that these rituals were performed forjfadvantage of some rich 

* 

person, king or wealthy commoner. The attachment of these rtvlks 
to the rituals also bears out the fact that they enjoyed an impor- 
tant ciace and played a very significant part in the performance 

/ 

of the Srauta- ritunds. 

(IT) .Qualities of the Rtvlks :- The proper conduct of rituals demand- 

ed A the assistance of exrert rtvlks who knew the proper in^voeation 
and could recite the hymns of praise and prayer for the deities. 

*s a matter of fact, the ritual of reciting verses could be per- 
formed by anybody, but the Srauta ’•ituals demanded recitation with 
prorer accents. tod the ptvlks were supposed to be well-versed in 
it. "Wor the accurate rerformanee of Srauta rituals the presence 
of qualified rtvlks was as much essential as the sound and complete 
limbs for the proper functioning of the human-body. 

The ritual of makine s yajamana get the 'asfrvada' is 

17 

performed b7 rtvlks, and it i s possible and looks nice only if 

they have attained a grown up age. The age for admission to the 

office of the rtvik Is nowhere explicitly mentioned, yet it seems 

18 

that the minimum age for a rtvik was twenty. Ko body below the 
age of twenty, how much Intelligent he might be, could be appoint- 
ed as rtvik. There were several significant factors deciding the 
qualities tdiich a rtvik was supposed to possess. 

Varna ? The ri tu all s tie- text s categorically point out the brah- 

mana varna as eligible for the appointment of rtvlks In srauta 

«• 

18 

rituals. However, It does not follow that all brahmanas were 


rtvlks. The rituals required knowledge of ritual-performances 
and those were not expert in i t were not appointed as rtvlks. 

Only a qualified brahmana could be appointed to this rank. 

In the modem days a person belonging to any varna is 
free to join any service or office, but the &rauta rituals rake 
it obvious that the vedi c- sod ety was strictly divided into four 


rain varna s and each vama had to do its own duties and among then 
it were only the b~Ihmanas who were entitled to officiate as ptvik 
Thus, '^arna' wes an important factor determining the quality of 


a ptvik. 

(h) Phy slquet - The complicated ^rauta-ri tual ? were net of the 


nature that they could be performed by sitting on a single place 
only. The rituals required the bodily woverents in various 
manners. This is ^y the rtvlks were supposed to be young, able 

ao 

to recite verses loudly and with complete limbs, which means that 
good physique was another quality to be considered as essential 
for the selection of a rtvik. it the same time, it would not be 


out of way tc point out here that rtvlks were tali and were 

22 

neither very bla^k nor very •Aite. The reason might be this 
that in ^edic society peorle were possibly In practice to select 
IKebridegrooms for t^eir daujhters from amonrst the of Eclating 
young rtvlks. Instances in this respect nr e found in the fedlc 


texts, eifcaddevata Tf .fi0-81 narrates a story in which it has been 

» 

told that ircanSnas, alone with his son Syava^va, performed a 

yajna of the King lathavlti, and the latte* mar 1 *! ed his daughter 

to hrSvS Sva . r svalayana ^r!iya "utra also endorses the ^nct #sen 

it S*ys that the father may give aa«y hi a daughter to rtvik idille 

S3 

a sacrifice with the three sreuta fires is going on.” hanu(III.S8) 


calls this type of marriage ' Daiva-vivaha ' . 


Nov-a- flays, physically handicapred parsons are also 
employed In services, only on compassionate ground, but the 

^rauta-rl tual s ai way s required rtviks vith proper limbs because 
physically handicapped could not be able to perform thep with 
convenience and In a right way. 

( c) In tell ect t - The rtviks used to be well versed In the Vedas. 
Apart from the knowledge o^ the Vedas, the rituals, in ihioh vari- 
ed ^erificiel materials were used, required working knowledge of 

23 

using them. And Mhvaryu had to possess such knowledge. The 
ritual ©r reciting y®jya and anuvakya also required Intellectual 


quality, and It were only the Hotas v*io knew both the rrorer pro- 
nunciation and the meaning o^ the hymns, the order of employment 

, _ 24 

of ^hieh was taught in the brahmanas of Babvarc^as. The ritual 

of chanting the simans from Samaveda and the verses from Yajur- 

veda required the intellect of Hdgata and Whvaryu, respectl vely, 

whereas the ritual o # reciting verses from any o r the four Vedas 

25 

depends upon the intellect of brahma. The rtviks were supposed 
to have an aptitude to perform the rituals otherwise the yajamaha 
would not be able to get the fruit coming out of their performance, 
(d) Heredi ty :- The ri tual j s tic- texts show that the people belonging 
to %rgu-gotra were well-versed in the duties of a Hot¥. In the 

hasapeys and Athiseeanfya ri tuals Hota used to belong to the 

27 ^ _ 

Bhrgu-gotra. it the rituals of btapeya-ekaha , brahma belonged 

28 

to tbA yajarana’ s gotr® , Pereas at the Jyoti stoma he belongs to 

the Vasistha gotra. It was necessary *or rtviks that they belong- 

30 

ed to good descents. It seems that certain gotras were considered 
to be expert in the performance of certain rituals. The rtviks 
belonging to Vasistha, bhargava, Angirasa and Ayasya gotras were 


2 
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regarded as the respectable rtviks. 

Generally, in the modem society and especially in the 
villages of northern India people acquire the services of their 
tradi tional rtviks. But, there are tribes where such practice 
is not in vogue, example, in the religious ceremonies of the 

Garos tribe, the office of the rtvlk is not hereditary as in other 
lssamese tribes. Die person, who qualifies for the Job and h«s 

30 

an ability to recite mantras, can become a rtvik. J In the ^edic 
society it t^s, perhaps, thought that the person belcrging to 
intellectual ancestors would also be an intellectual. The irauta 
rituals ^ov that a yajamana must satisfy himself before selecting 

a rtvik, ^hethe - ^ the person, candidate for the office of rtvik, 
possessed certain qualities o" not. To become a rtvik in the 
vedic society v« s not an easy task, for, there vias a competition 
and hard test, therefor. 


(Ill) ST&gCTTOfl OF BTYIKS i- Pbr the proper performance of the 

Srauta rituals the yajamana used to seek the help of rtviks. They 

33 

were regarded worthy of a respectable reception. The Srauta 

rituals show that they were selected by ya.iamfin* , but question 

arises vh ether they were also ready and happy to be selected? 

Rgveda provides an answer in this respect that they appeared 

to be very glad at the very thought that they could render their 

34 

services as rtviks in the sacrifice. They considered the sacri- 
fice as almost an aim of their life. However, in the Brahmanle 

/ 

period somewhat changed tendency is met with. SBr. prescribes 
that one should not agree to be appointed as a rtvik in a sacri- 
fice %here less than one hundred cows would be given as daksiri^T 

» * 

But, it should not mean that rtviks were becoming totally money- 


minted or were greedy. It was prescribed, perhaps, with the 

reason that *-he office of rtvik ml *h t not become a chea pear one. 

Obviously, Sraata rituals were out of the reach of a roor man. 

There is a slight difference of views about the sequence 

of their selection, ^velsyana provides the sequence as: T?ota, 

36 

fidhvsryu, Brahma and TMgata with their respective assistants. Some 
acaryas fcr escribe the selection of Brahma to be made first of all. 
Tot eyample, for the rituals of Agnyadhan* the rtviks are selected 
in the following sequence: Brahms, Hota, tdhvaryu and Sgnfdhra? 7 
Thus, Brahma is gel acted first of all in case four rtviks are to 
be selected and if sixteen are to be selected the sequence would 

_ 30 

be: Beta, Brahma, Mhvaryu and bdgita, 

(a) Sel action of four or all ?:. \t the 4gnl stoma all the sixteen 

. . 30 

rtviks are selected one by one. But, Katyayana says that only 
four chiefs may be chosewand from their selection others are under- 

40 ft 41 

stood to have been selected. SahSS is also of the same opinion, 
thus, option in the ri+uai of selection was fivan to save the time. 

(b) Verses pf Selection 4t the soma sacrifice Mh^aryu is selec- 
ted with ’Cdityo Adhvaryuh' etc., BrahmS with ’candrema Brahma' 
etc., Hota with' *gnih bo ta ' etc. T !dgata with Tarjanya ndgatA' 

etc. and their assistants are selected with 'diso hotrasamsins" 

40 

etc.' The verses show that the selection of rtviks is symbolical 

because the yajsnana selects the gods In the form of rtviks. '-hen 

T *ota is selected his name is spoken in a whi sparing or in » high 
43 

tone. Wota, in the form of fire-god is selected by reciting 
’agnirdeva' etc? 4 it the Darsapurnamasa, Brahma is selected with 

AC. 

'bhup a te bhuvanapate' etc. The ritual of reciting tills verse 


shovs that Brahma was regarded the master of all beings. Acter 

their selection, each of them was provided with madhuparkaf® a 

47 

silver pot, a mat and lower and upper garments. After their 
selection they also used to undergo the ritual of dlk^a. 

From the examination of the selection of rtviks it 

* 

appears that there were many candidates aspiring for the post of 
rtvik. They were selected purely on the merit basis. *rom the 
qualities required, it is clear that the yajamana had to Choose 
his rtviks from amongst a large number of candidates. The term 
, Vara|la , , meaning selection, bears this fact out. But, later on 
'varana' became merely a ritual. The ya .jam an a might be knowing 
alrea^p the persons to whom he had to choose and thus the ritual 
of 'rtvik- varana’ remained only a formal ritual. 

(IV) FUNCTION 3 0” THE BTVIKS t- In the early Vedic period the sacri- 
ficial rituals were performed by the head of the family, but with 
the expansion of rituals the office of rtvik became a public one 
and the rituals began to be performed on behalf of* its individual 
in sti tutor (the ya 3 amine) . The rtviks performed innumerable ritu- 
als on his behalf. This is why Fonier- Viliams looks upon the 

48 

*hole life of a Hindu as the lawful property of these rtviks. The 
functions of ptviks were the essential part of &*auta rituals. Only 
those rituals were performed by them whJ ch were prescribed *or each 
of them. They had to perform quite a large number of rituals and 

40 

due to this very reason Keith treats them as restless personages. 
Here follows the detailed description of rituals to be performed by 
the rtviks individually. 

a 

( \) ( Adhvarvu and hi s Assistants ) 

(i) Adhvarvu i- The rituals of initiation of the yajamana are per- 
formed by Adhvaryu, but at the Dfir&purnamasa he girds a munja cord 


over the clothes of the ya jaman*' 3 wife also. after the rituals 
of Initiation he declares the yaj pmana initiated. Secondly, 
rituals pertaining to manual work are also per homed by adhvaryu. 

%r lnstance» before or after sun- rise, he churns out the fire for 

. _ - S9, _ 63 

Agnyadhana. He milks f or the rreparatlon of .imnayye and cooks 

_ ft A 

anvaharya. In the Varunaprajhasa parvn, he prepares the effigy 

of ram§5 ^ the Sautramani, the ritual of purifying Sura is also 

56 

P erf erred by hir. It the Agni stoma, the ritual of mea surlng the 

'rahavedi' is algo his ranual work" He p erf o -r, 9 so rany other 

68 

manual works. During ritrredha, he ploughs the burial place, at 
the tJ ®Japeya, he prepares a ’ku-dvape* through vhi ch >ura grahas 


are tak 


A Thirdly, the ritual of offering the libation is also 

60 


the function of idhvaryu. Fourthly, th« function of giving fraisa 

to the other rtvlks also belongs to hir. at the animal sacrifice 

he says to Hota, (the rtviks) anoint the yupa, (you) repeat 

61 

the required rantras; Fifthly, he himself recites mantras *h11e 

perfowlng the ritual. Sometimes he recites mantras in « very low 

voice (upamsu). Sirthly, he o**i dates as an instructor also, at 

the tivawedha, be gives various instructions to the guards of the 
68 

ho^se. ** Ob’viously, the rituals of varied types vere performed by 

adteharyu. 

Keeping hi s manual vork in vi»w, May v uller gives him 


the lowest rl*ce among ^he rtviks, vhi ch is net correct because 

th#» excess of physically performance of ritual and recitation of 

64 

less verses do not degrade his posi tion. Fggeling is of the same 


view, according to him, the of**iee of this rtvikkeem* to have 
risen in the general estimation with the increasing importance 
that wes attributed to the endless details of the eeremoniaf? Hence 
t* e functions of adhvaryu put him at a higher status. 


20b 


(ii) Fratlpraathati i. He Is the first assistant to ftdhvaryu and 

follows Mm in performance of the rituals. 4t, the 3autrar«nf both 

of* them purify the yajamanef Secondly, if klhvaryu is busy In some 

other ritual then Tratiprasthata substitutes him. example, at 

€7 

the Pravargya he could riace the utensils of gharm*. Thirdly cer- 
tain rituals are performed by Mhvaryu and Fratiprasthita at the 

same time. Rituals related to Fayas and sura grahas, respectively 

68 

are performed simultaneously by klhraryu and pratiprasthat*. fourth- 
ly, rituals pertainine to manual works are als© performed by him. 

60 70 7 1 

He prepares the effigy of a Sheep, Karambha pots, a khara, the 

Savantya purodffsa etc? 2 He cuts the entrails of the victim anima?? 

Fifthly, the rituals related to yajamana’s wife are also performed 

74 

by him. He bringsher forward. The rituals of initi ation upon her 

7fi 

are performed by him. Sixthly, he orders other rtviks also. *t 

/ _ 

the SatatlrStra, he agks Haltrayaruna to recite the morning reeita- 

76 

tion, pratantanuvaka, but he himself performs rituals without 
reciting mantra*. 

(ill) Nesti i- He is the second assistant to adhvaryu. He also per- 

^onrs rituals pertaining to yajamana's wife. 4t the soma sacrifices 

77 

he brings her forward. The rituals of sura are performed by him. 

78 

He himself prepares surB and with a ’pa^itra’ made of the hair 

79 

of cow and horse, he purifies it. The ritual of preparing surfi is 
the manual work of N esta . 

(lv) Unnata t- The last, but not least, assistant to Hdhvaryu is 

80 

Onnet* tdio is mainly related to the rituals of soma pressing. He 

alone can perform the ritual of drawing the soma by virtue of Ms 

81 

desi gn a ti on ( samSkhyBna ) . 


20G 


iBgjhaa'.jM hi a As si stants ) 

(1) Brahma : - The main function of Brahma' is to Judge the mistakes 

f OA 

committed in Sratita rituals. - He is also regarded as a rtvlk of a 

83 

special duty. He is an embodiment of the sacrificial art and vedl 

B4 85 

lore in general. He gives his consent to begin the rituals. He 

gives permission to Adhvaryo to sprinkle the rahavira-pot. At 

the Sautramani, vhen Adhvaryu purifies the milk, BPahmS looks at 
87 

the milk, which shows that he also functions as the eye-witness 
of the rituals. The ritual o'* singing samans is also performed 

by him. Kt the time of chariot-race of Vajapeya sings three 

88 _ 
samans, Kt the *.gnyadhana , he sings Hathantara and Hamadevya 

89 

sarans. The rituals related to the yajamana are also performed 

by him. Pbr eyample, at the Hajasuya consecration, he is one of 

_ 90 

the sprinklers. 

(ii) Brahmanac chari si He is an assistant to Brahma, and recites 

e 

91 

for Indra-Surya in the morning pressing of Sora sacrifice. His 
main role is only in the soma sacrifices. 

<4H) Jenfdhra t- One of the main duties of Sgnfdhra is to kindle 
the fire. He performs manual work also. He sweeps the grounds 

of ?ed! and prepares an utkarS; Arrangement of KaPalas is also 

04 95 

done by him'. He husks the havis grains thrice. He bakes furo- 


dasa for Agni- 


#V4» 

PU 


s’** • 


At the fa.4ubandha he digs a pit for erreetlng 
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the yupa and takes the wlctlm animal to the slaushtering place, 
(lvl Fota He i s the third and last assistant to Brahma. At the 

soma rituals he is regarded as a mere shadow, of no consequence or 
imrortanee, vho se former importance may be Judged from his name 
and his obvious connection with somo-pavamaha. He recites 


at the morning pressing. 


99 


1C) ( w ot« and his *ssl 3 tan ts) 

?°t*‘ 1 - He is the specialist of Hgveda. iah.is.lays a general 

role that he should per fora %hat is not assigns'? to any of his 

100 4 
assistants. His special function 1 s to recite the stanaas (Sast- 

ras) from Hgveda. He recites anuvffkya and yijyas, itoenever he is 

10 1 

directed to do so. *t the Darrfapurnamisa he performs Samstha- 
, 102 

japa. Directed by th# Hai travaruna, he recites the cfeerinf ver- 
303 

ses. \t the i^yaaedha, the recitation of ’Parlpiaya-Gatha’ by 
104 

hiw tfiovs his enpertness in tellln* the stones. The rituals 

pertaining to yajapana’s ^dfe are also performed by hir. ^t the 

_ / _ _ 106 

uar sapurnamasa he unslrds her yoktra and unties the Veda. 

106 

(it) Vai trayarona :. He is also knovw as Prastota, and is rererded 


107 


During morning-pressing he recites for 


*s the mind of saeri flee. 

108 

w itra and ^runa. Kt the Sautramanf he is asked to recite for 

109 

the cups of sura and soma. He also miyes instructions known *s 
•prai sa* . 

He i s second assistant to Hota. In the 'toma 

sacrifice he also Shares the soma drlnkinir. He recites third 

/ 110 111 
ajyasastra. In the morning pressing he recites for Tndra-A*ni. 


(iy> Oraya stut: - He 1 s the third assistant to Hota and during soma 
pressing he recites the verse in praise of the pressing stones 

and in this way he justifies his name. In the midday-pressing he 

_ 112 
starts reciting grevastotrTya without any summons. He also 

takes his *hare in soma drinks? 13 


( P) (IMrata and his Is sis t ants ) 

(i) Hflgata t - HdgSta recites verses in praise of the gods in 
different ways. He Chants the hymns of samaveda (stotras), there- 
fore he is regarded as the chief- chanter. ftt the Sautrfimanl, he 


114 

Is asked by idhvaryu to '•hant a saman in brhati-metre. He also 


recites versus from Yajurveda. Yor example, at the *gnicayana 

US 

he places ukha in a sikya reciting ’ deva agnim* etc. 

(ii) 



t- He also chants s&mans. He is the second chanter 
116 

*ho diants ’Prastava'. at the *.&eamedha, after the killing of 

1X7 

the horse he chants solo a laud to Yama. 

(ill) Fratlharta :- He is the second assistant to tJdgata. He is 

118 

the third chanter *ho chants the ’Pratihara' . 

(!▼) Sqbi^hHiajpya t- The functions of 3ubrah»a^ya are not of much 

1 Id 

importance, 

xau 

ny viz. Subrahmanya vh 1 ch is his special duty, ^t the ^gnls.toma t 

he drives the oven yoked to the cart on ^hich 3oma is brought. 

The function of sixteen ptviks in the sor ^ sacrifice, 

along with their diare of soma juice can be summed up in the follom- 

18? 

ing table. 


119 

He is so called because he recites a particular 11 ta 
190 


(Initiation) 
The Mhveryu 
Class of YV. 


( Superintendent) 

The Hrahma class 
of 


The TTdgatf 

Class 

(Chanters) 


The Ho ta- 
el ass 
(recites) 





0 T 3 # V 0 

of the 9Y. 

The full sha- 
re holders 

Adhvaryu 

Brahma 

Hdgata 

Hot® 

The half sho- 
re holders 

Pro tiprasthata 

Brahmapi cch am si 

Pra stota 

Hai trSvaruna 

• 

The one third 
diareholders 

?? esta 

# * 

Kenldhra 

* 

Prati- 

harta 

icchfivSka 

The one four- 

linn eta 

Pota 

Subrah- 

Grivas tut 


t Jh share 
holders 


manya 

t * 


e ** • 
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(5) HTH CTI ON .3 0^ PTVTK3 dLCWG M TH TH g , YU WD HI 3 VT 

sometimes the rtviks and the yajam^ia and his wife per- 
form some of the rituals together. In such rituals the presence 
of both the ptvlk and yajamana is essential. The ritual of selec. 
tin? the ptviks is always performed by yajaman^’?*^ In the soma 


20.i 


purchasing ri tual s Pratlprasfoata, Brahmaoaeehamsf , ildhvaryu, yaja- 

wana, his wife and Brahma participate. Performance of different 

rituals, dialogues between Whvaryu and soma seller, giving gold to 

the 9 oire seller and then forcibly taking back and beating him, 

optionally, on his back with a bamboo stick, - all these rituals 

were performed by the above stated persons together. The performance 

of these rituals was carried dm a way as if a drama was being played. 

There was a ritual in %hich the rtviks and the ya 3 am an a used to 

touch ghee together and to take a pledge vhich aimed at not to harm 

134 

each other." Clearly, the rtviks, if desired, could entirely ruin 

the yajamana by committing some mistakes in the performance of 

rituals but in general such practices were avoided. 

(ft BPICTIONS OF ITVIKa IS StTBSTTTtTTKS t- 

The functions of the rtviks are restricted on the basis 

135 

of particular title given to particular rtvik. In exceptional 

cases foe functions o** one rtvik fall under the scope of the other 

« 

rtvik' s functions, for example, at the Kundapayinam-ayana five 
rtviks take purt and each of them performs duties of three rtviks 
at a time ^i2. ^ota performs the duties of ^ot§, AJivaryu and Pota* 
TTdgata performs the duties of Pdgata, Nesta and \echavaka; ?*aitra- 
varupa performs the duties o f hai travaruna, Brahma and PratlhartS, 
Prastota performs foe duties of Frastota, BrahmanficchamsI and 
Criivastut; and p ratiharta performs the duties of Fratiharta, Cgnl- 
dhra and Tin n eta 

Modern scholars compare the functions of rtviks with 

those of modern Ministers and the duties of Brahma with those of 

137 

the President of a modern council. In this wav, ddhva^yu can be 
stated as the modem 'Prime-Minister'. 


(V) 1!FV MVTT \S THB 1MTN r r HR TO "V, HI C-" "STH HTTTTfl.S t 

*3 a natter o** feet, 4rauta rituals vere performed 
wi th the help of ftviks. But, most of the rituals vere performed 
by fldhvaryu. The manual work In the rituals, viz. to measure and 
prepare the Vedi , maklnm the yajna pots, bringing vater, baking 

128 

rurodasa etc. vere performed by him. He himself cooks brahmaudana 

Cutting a palaga or *amT branch, at the Oarsestl, was performed 
199 _ 

by him. flenerallv, barber (naplta) shaved the hair etc. but 

130 

In Oatommagyas, It was the Mhvaryu himself v^n shaved the yajamSn 

’’The rituals pertalnlnr to yajamana's vife vere also performed bv 

131 

him If she vas absent. 

Hie rituals of reel tiny verses, chantine samans etc. were 

performed at his Instance. Sayana has very clearly accepted the 

supremacy of Yajurveda because It Is helpful In rerfbrmine the 
132 

rituals. Since ^dhvaryu was related to this Veda, hence hi s 
supremacy over the ritual. Host of the rituals were rerformed by 


hi 


. 133 He is admitted as the chief rtvlk in 'lavedic an' 5 ' later 


134 


ritual. In certain rites he was the sole rtvik. ^r eramrle, 

at 'Ifrnihotrl 35 and Findapi tryajna^he was the only rtvlk selected 

for the purpose of performing the rites. 

Bui ten en is of the view that ^(fivaryu vias the actual 

sacrlfieer in the Prevarfya as he al so seems to be one who under- 

137 

went the special consecration. \dhvsryu the performer, the 

138 

leader and desirous of sacrifice. He was the central figure in 
the irauta ritual*. 

COH 2 !.n 37 OH t - The 3~aut* rituals were mainly performed by the 

wapito iK mm wmm m ****** 

rtvik 3 . But, as the rtvlk? started to be underrated in the age 

i 7 # 

of Sranyakas and Hpanishads, the rtviks were also affected with 

13P 1 

it and they started to loose their esteem. However, the Srauta 


rituals rfiow that a large number of rtvlks, tho were well quali- 
fied from various aspects and sincere towards their difficult 
functions, were employed for the accurate and fruitful performance 
of the former, rdiieh further makes it obvious that ritualism had 
dominated the v edic society in general and sutra period in parti- 
cular. The rtvlks were the important personalities in the ritual 
performances, %/ho performed their duties with sincerity and devo- 
tion for the batterment of the ya^amanas. 
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